
 

 

 
 
 

MD1 
You’re an MDSC beginner: find out what it is and what it means for you below!  

 

What is MDSC? 

The MD Student Conference  is a unique and innovative step in medical education that brings together 

students of all years within the Melbourne Medical School into a setting akin to what they will experience 

in their future as medical professionals. It provides an opportunity to explore facets of medicine that is 

not covered by their MD curriculum. 

 

Do we have to go to MDSC? 

The MD Student Conference is a compulsory subject that is worth 6.25% of your overall grade per year. 

In previous years, the cohort received an extra week of lectures, but now we have MDSC instead. 

 

What will I get out of MDSC? 

Once you have graduated, most of your learning will be in a conference setting. MDSC allows you to 

practice that experience now. You will be presented with up-to-date information about current medical 

technologies, gain insight into more controversial aspects of medicine and medicine’s relationship to 

society. You will also get a break from traditional lecture-style learning, and get some hands-on practical 

experience! 

 

What do you have to do for MDSC? 

All you have to do is turn up and complete your e-Portfolio by the due date. (There will be opportunities 

to really turn up later on!) 

 

What is the ePortfolio? 

The e-Portfolio is the official assessment task for MDSC. It is like an electronic journal, allowing you to 

reflect on your experiences using a range of media including text, image, and video. You can access 

your e-Portfolio through MDConnect via the Apps tab in the main menu. You will need to complete a 

variety of small tasks to make up 10 points. It is a great opportunity to express yourself in a unique way. 

As it is peer-assessed try to have a little fun with it! 

 

Is there a dress code? 

Make sure you’re dressed to impress the academics you will be meeting. Smart casual is best.  

 

What should I bring? 

You may want to bring a small notebook and pen to jot down any thoughts that arise from an inspiring 

academic session. You won’t need your laptop - but bring your phone or smart device to participate in 

MDSC activities. 

 

What is the social program? 

The Welcome Drinks on Monday night will be held at The Boatbuilders' Yard. This will be a chance for 

you catch up with your friends you haven't seen in a while over some food and some drinks! 

The Charity Cocktail Night will be held at The Plaza on Thursday night, after the final day of MDSC. (Be 

sure to get your ticket and really turn up for this one! 



 

 

 
 
 

MD2 / MD3 

You’re an MDSC expert: get reacquainted with what it's all about below! 

 

What's the point of taking time off from my clinical rotations? 

After graduation, most of your learning will take place in conference settings. MDSC will help you 

prepare for a new way of learning in a professional setting and out of the classroom. Not all of your 

learning can be obtained in the hospital, and MDSC is a glimpse into your future as a doctor who is 

continually learning. 

 

Why should I sit down for four days listening to lectures? 

While there are many academic sessions in a seminar format, there are also a number of more practical-

based sessions, where you can get hands-on experience through simulation of clinical scenarios. You 

can still gain practical clinical skills without being in a hospital environment! 

 

What’s the point of coming back every year? 

MDSC changes every year. It's a great way to update your knowledge of medical technologies, social 

trends that relate back to medical practice, and get in touch with the patient experience. It’s your chance 

to pick the learning, the academic content, that is relevant to you.  

 

Can I skip MDSC and get an extra week of holidays? 

Although Instagramming pics from your trip to Europe where it's summer is tempting, you’re going to 

have so much fun at MDSC! Plus, you know that MDSC is a compulsory subject in the MD program. 

 

How much fun is it really going to be? 

MDSC is going to be so much fun! Don't forget, there is also a social component! 

The Welcome Drinks on Monday night will be held at The Boatbuilders' Yard. This will be a chance for 

you catch up with your friends you haven't seen in a while over some food and some drinks! 

The Charity Cocktail Night will be held at The Plaza on Thursday night. (Be sure to get your ticket or you 

will regret it!) 

 

What do I need to do to pass? 

The MD Student Conference is a subject that is worth 6.25% of your overall grade per year. You will 

need to complete your e-Portfolio by the due date to pass. Remember that it is like an electronic journal, 

accessible through MDConnect  via the Apps tab in the main menu. You will need to make up 10 points 

through the different elements available. As it is peer-assessed try to have a little fun with it! 

 

How is food different from last year? 

Read on to find out!  



 

 

 
 
 

MD4 
You’re an MDSC guru: you’ve been around the block a few times, so here are some important dates you 

need to know! 

 

June 22: MDRP Poster (Soft Copy) 

10% MDRP assessment.  

PDF soft copy must be uploaded via online submission form. 

 

June 26: MDRP Poster (Hard Copy) 

10% MDRP assessment. 

Students must display a physical copy of poster for the duration of MDSC. Poster presentation is a 

hurdle requirement. You must hang your poster prior to the first keynote presentation (by 10:00 AM). 

 

June 26-29: MDRP Poster Peer Review 

Online submission form will open Monday 26 June. MD4 students must review FIVE allocated MD4 

research posters. Poster allocation and guidelines will be provided to you closer to MDSC 2017. 

 

July 7: Journal Monograph 

40% MDRP assessment. 

Assessed and graded by 2 independent examiners, nominated by your project supervisor, using a 

structured marking scheme. 

The pass grade is set at 65%. Achievement of a passing grade is a hurdle requirement. 

 

Will MDSC even be fun for me (given the above)? 

MDSC is going to be so much fun! Take some time to attend the incredible academic sessions the 

program has to offer, and don't forget that there is also a social component! 

The Welcome Drinks on Monday night will be held at The Boatbuilders' Yard. This will be a chance for 

you catch up with your friends you haven't seen in a while over some food and some drinks! 

The Charity Cocktail Night will be held at The Plaza on Thursday night. (Be sure to get your ticket or you 

will regret it!) 

  



 

 

 
 
 

ATTENDANCE 
MDSC is occurring from Monday, June 26, to Thursday, June 29. 

 

On Monday, onsite registration will open at 8:00 AM. From this time onwards, you will be able to collect 

your name badge. Opening Ceremony will begin at 9:30 AM, and will be followed by the first keynote 

presentation of MDSC at 10:00 AM. The last keynote presentation will end at 5:00 PM 

 

On Tuesday and Wednesday, the Academic Program will begin at 10:00 AM with the first keynote 

presentation of the day, and the last keynote presentation of the day will end at 5:00 PM. Book-ending 

the Academic Program will be Wellness Activities in the morning and in the afternoon. The morning 

activities will run from 9:00 AM to 9:45 AM, while the afternoon activities will run from 5:15 PM to 6:00 

PM. 

 

On Thursday, the first keynote presentation of the day will begin at 10:00 AM. After Symposia 3, you will 

have 15 minutes to be seated in Plenary for the Closing Ceremony to begin at 3:45 PM. This will be 

followed by the final keynote presentation for MDSC. 

 

MDSC is a compulsory subject in the MD curriculum that requires 100% attendance. Your attendance 

will be tracked using an RFID scanning system. A chip is attached to your name badge, and you will be 

automatically scanned as you walk through the Plenary doors during keynote presentations. The 

scanning system marks the time of every entry and exit, and the chip works best when it is not in close 

contact with other chips. 

 

To attend the Academic Workshop you have registered for, present your Name Badge at the door. The 

name of the Academic Workshop will be on the back (i.e. Basic Suturing Techniques - Symposia 2) and 

will be checked in order to gain entry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 
 
 

FOOD 
We understand that food, to most of us, is just as important as an engaging academic program. We are 

excited to reveal the incredible lunch menus across the four days of MDSC.  

 

We have decided to provide variety in the food items by catering parts of the MD cohort outside of the 

Melbourne Convention Centre. For one day, you will have lunch at Munich Brauhaus. This will be a 

buffet style of both German and Thai cuisines. You will have lunch with colleagues from your clinical 

school in the following order:  

 

Day 1 = Northern + Royal Melbourne + Western 

Day 2 = Pre-Clinical (MD1) + Rural 

Day 3 = Austin + Epworth + St Vincent's + Organising Team 

 

(Please note that we grouped MD1 students into one group, despite the fact that you have been 

allocated to your clinical school for 2018.) 

 

Your clinical school will be displayed on your name badge, therefore, you must bring it and show it at 

Munich Brauhaus in order to gain entry.  

 

Inside the Melbourne Convention Centre, we have upgraded the lunch menu to include various hot 

items. We are also excited to announce that there will be a special lunch menu on Thursday. Rumour 

has it that there will be multiple hot items from multiple cuisines across the globe - but I guess you'll have 

to wait to find out! 

 

(Please note that anyone who has indicated ‘halal’ as their dietary requirement will have all their meals 

catered at MCEC, and will not go to Munich Brauhaus for lunch. You will receive a lunch pack which can 

be collected from the Registration Desk.) 

 

We also have a Fundraising Fair during lunch on Thursday, aiming to raise money for a variety of charity 

organisations. We are bringing in other food items such as baked goods, popcorn, and heaps of other 

goodies.  

 

On Monday, Morning Tea will be provided from 8:00 AM. This will include a selection of food items and 

tea. We will also be handing out free coffee vouchers to the first 400 students that collect their name 

badges.  

 

Afternoon Tea will be provided on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, and will include a selection of 

food items and tea. 

 


